From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 02:05:51 1995 
Date: Sun, 12 Feb 1995 23:20:20 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502130532.VAA20398@hobbes .UCSC .EDU> 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: BA people insignia 


We've talked about a logo or insignia for BA collectors. It struck me today 
that maybe we shouldn't have a clearly visible insignia - might it not make 
the sellers up the prices knowing we buy the kinds of stuff they would 
normally have to haul to the dump? Maybe we need a secret handshake, hi. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 18:33:35 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 15:40:41 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502132106.QAA25056@espresso.eng.umd.edu> 
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu> 
Subject: BC-430 and SCR-183 


In answer to Greg Raven 
>From Philip McCoy 
Subject: BC-AN-430 
My source of information is TM 11-200 and Army Air Forces 
Technical order No. 08-10-158 
The wiring diagram I sent you was of the SCR-AF-183. The transmitter 
used one VT as modulator and the second VT-52 as audio oscillator. 
I will mail you the wiring diagram of the SCR-AN-283 which contains 
the BC-AN-430 transmitter. Starting with the SCR-AG-183 the two 
VT-52s were used in parallel. Your set uses the the 2 tube parallel 
circuit. The manufactures of these sets are: 
SCR-AF-183 Western Electric 
SCR-AG-183 Aircraft Radio order No. 11482-NY-36 
SCR-AH-183 Aircraft Radio change B to order No. 11482-NY-36 
SCR-AJ-183 Aircraft Radio order No. 14748-NY-38 
SCR-AK-183 Aircraft Radio order No. 17875-NY-39 
SCR-AL-183 Graybar Electric Co. order Nos. 19070-NY-39 and 200-NY-41 
SCR-AN-183 Western Electric order No 1246-NY-41 
SCR-AL-283 Graybar Electric order No 19070-NY-39 
SCR-AN-283 Western Electric Co. order No 1246-NY-41 
SCR-AS-183 Philco. I think that this was the last order. 
I have the complete SCR-A?-183 and have had it running. Included 
is the BC-AE-230 transmitter serial No 1 made by Aircraft Radio. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 16:55:54 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 12:18:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502131755.AA100294@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Crystal failure 


In a recent Hollow State Newsletter there is a suggestion to check the 
crystals in an R390A if there is poor (or no) sensitivity on selected 
bands. I guess I always thought of a crystal as a go or no-go component. 


Forgive my ignorance, but what makes a crystal go bad? Is there anything 
that can be done to resurrect a failed crystal? 


VV VV VV VV 


I have a weak problem on mine and it eats 6AK5s in the HF xtal oscillator. 


My guess it that the oscillator is run marginally, and can run a bit weak 
in injection voltage on some crystals. I need to check mine out, but might 
try subbing a tube with a bit more oscillator poop for better injection 
voltage. Some xtals may not oscillate strongly, hence replacing them 

may be an option. But, I would be more prone to think that the oscillator 
stage may need some tweaking/cap/resistor replacements, etc., to bring 

it back up to snuff. Maybe a gimmick capacitor to increase feedback 
slightly would help increase oscillator injection voltages. 


Hand-picking oscillator tubes helps, too. 


Crystals don't generally go bad. But, air can, I believe, cause oxidation 
of the plate surfaces, or do something to the plates that decreases the 
tendency to oscillate. A slight re-etch in HFL will sometimes cure 

a weak xtal. If it is a hermetically sealed rock, then the only recourse 
is a new rock, unless you are a sadomasocist at soldering/desoldering xtal 
tin cans. 


ANY corrosion in the xtal holder will tend to decrease output, so a good 
cleaning of xtal sockets and pin wires will help. Likewise all the 
innards of the switch contacts (again, one needs a bit of sadism to 
fully appreciate what may be required here) need to be carefully cleaned. 
Solder plated or silver plated wires/contacts can get very corroded with 
time. 


Also, check all cabling points and module plug contacts. 


A dead band can also be a bad tube in one of the heterodyne chains. 
The manual tells which stages may be bad if some bands are dead, etc. 


If all the above failed, then it might be a cause for a new rock. 


73/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 15:33:45 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 10:18:19 -0600 


Message-Id: <9502131643 .AA112248@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 
Subject: CWIST Friday Night Fist Function Nil Report 


I will be lurking about on 3702R5 khz for the continuing saga of the 
CWIST Friday Night Fist Function. School is letting out at noon for 

the kids around here, mine included, so I will be taking the afternoon 
off. If I get it all together, I will put on the BC-348/BC-375 combo 

on the Function tonight, just for the fun of it. It only gets out 

about 10 watts, due to my unfortunate lack of the original dynamotor, 

and subsequent use of an old Motorola dynamotor, but it worked fine 

on Field Day two years back. Unfortunately, my shack is rather tight, 

so I need to move the brace of RAL's out, temporarily to make OP CONSOLE 
room for the setup. But, if all goes well, CU THERE OM - 73 DE NA4G/Bob 


VV VV VV VV VV WV 


I checked out 3702R5ish from 9 to 10:30 PM friday. Did not hear anyone 
(except for a bunch of Novices). Had the ARC-5 all ready to go. 
At what time does the function take place ? 


73, KF5N 


Regards, 

Greg Raven 

Renaissance Engineering 
egr002@email.mot.com 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV 


CWIST Friday Night Fist Function --- NIL CPI RPT: 


The usual time is midnight your local time. That is 0500 UTC EST, 
0600 UTC CST, 0700 UTC MST, 0800 UTC PST. That way, you should have 
a good chance of finding someone on, somewhere. 


The standard call is: CWIST IMI DE yourcall K 


Call for about 5 minutes on the hour, leaving plenty of time between 
calls (5-10 seconds) to listen in for others calling. 


I call a VERY informal sort of net structure at 0500 UTC on 3702R5. 
I call a VERY informal sort of net structure at 0600 UTC on 1802R5. 


Other than that, it is a general chit/chat qso party, designed to 

get fellas on with CW straight shooting irons and their Boatanchors. 

(If all ya gots is one o' dem der electroniches-gekeyering-gewhatzits, 
that is fine too, we don't turn anyone away if their fist is too purrfect 
or well full of that ancient CWIST curse ---- the dreaded glassus armus.) 


I was there with the big RMCA ET-8019A and the ARC-5 and made a few calls 
but noone showed up. Oh, well..... I will put out the feelers a day 
earlier this week. Glad you were trying to get on. Some weeks are a 
bust, some weeks we have had a dozen check in. So, hang in there, and 
definitely keep the ARCUS-FIVUS warmed up. I sense it was the last 

bit of the Novice Roundup, so it was probably not a good night for 

trying to run a qso BA get-together. 


The BC-375 did not make it in time, but is up and running again, now. 
I made several contacts with it on Saturday night. It gets 25 watts 
out into the end fed wire. It QSK's just fine at 35 wom. It is 
quite stable on 160 meters, but there may be a problem in my 80 meter 
tuning unit with a poor solder joint or contact since that one has 
some slight mechanical instability. 


The ARC-5 worked nicely on 80, but my 40 version was not quite up to 
snuff. I need to get the 160 version running. The output here is 
only about 8 watts, again, because of the use of a non-original 
dynamotor --- cuz I ain't got a complete MD-7, yet. It is also as 
stable as a rock on 80. 


Just for the fun of it I also brought on-line the 1925 Hartley 

Oscillator transmitter. It gave me 2.5 watts out, and was as stable 

as any of the others, just a little funny sounding with a teensie-weensie 
bit of softness to the keying. QSK at 35wpm on a Hartley Oscillator 

is a real conversation piece for the unlearned folks, and generates 

a goodly amount of chit/chat with the OT's who used to run them in 

the ‘‘ol' days''. Most folks kinda give you a funny pause and a 
“*what?'' when you mention a Hartley Oscillator transmitter, and 

think it is some sort of new QRP kit rig. 


Parts Chase: 


Do anyone by any chance have a spare transmitter rack for the large 
connector Navy version ARC-5 transmitter? I need to scare one up, for my 
160M version. For some reason, all the units I have seen lately were the 
Army racks which have the smaller power connector fitting. I temporarily 
tack solder the wires to the back of the unit, but I really hate to do 
that and would much rather find some sort of rack to use. 


BA Service: 


Due to a recent donation to the manual department, here, I have a 
fairly complete (missing 3 figures) edition of the ARC-5 Maintenance 
manual (TU to the fellow who passed it my way). One of the ways that 
I can return the favor is to offer to copy parts of for any of the 
Boatanchorites needing info to get their ARCUS-FIVUS gear up and 


running. If you have need of some of this info, email me. 

If you have Figures 24 (2 sheets), 25 and 38 that you can make me 

a full size clear xerox of, I would be most indebted therefor, and 

probably a few others on the BA list, also. If I get time, I will 
try to type in as much of the text as I can and see if we can come 

up with some sort of on-line BA manual for the ARCUS-FIVUS gear. 


Endo CWIST Reporto..... 


73/TU 
Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:01:09 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:12:38 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9502131449 .A15427 -0100000@netcom2> 
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom. com> 

Subject: Evaluating Flea Market Purchases 


Don, 

Over on the baratings list a while ago, you made some good comments regards 
the responsibility of the buyer vs the responsibility of the seller at 
the average ham flea market. 

Since I am a rather unsophisticated flea market tire kicker, could you 
educate me a little bit? Say, for example, that there is a BA sitting on 
a table that looks good from the outside, doesn't have any grunge on the 
inside or any obvious modifications that should stand out even to the 
brain-dead amoung us. What goes through your mind. What kind of 
questions do you ask and what comments by a seller raise a red flag in 
your mind. 

I would appreciate your ideas. 


73 
Paul WA60KQ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 15:37:01 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 10:54:04 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502131654.AA2906@hqsmtp.ops.3com. com> 
From: Joe Reda/HQ/3Com <Joe_Reda@3mail.3com.com> 
Subject: Re: Foothill talk in 


How about those of us without a 2M hand-held or a 160M box? I'm sure not 
everyone 


who would like to gather with the BA'ers is a ham . 


\\Joe KC6TXU 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 17:14:57 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 13:51:00 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502131947 .AAQ2371@willow.sps.mot.com> 
From: zoom@willow.sps.mot.com (Chris Terwilliger) 
Subject: FS: SX-110, NC-98 


Hallicrafters SX-110 with photocopy manual. It works and is in good/excellent 
condition. No mods or holes. Light scratches & scuffs on top and sides. Face 
is good, knobs and dial correct and good except for two chips in bandspread 
knob. Original Hallicrafters branded tubes. Chassis is dusty, no corrosion. 
$100 plus shipping. 


National NC-98 with matching speaker and original manual. It works and is in 
good/excellent condition. Light scratches and scuffs on sides and top, with a 
few small scratches on the face. The dials and S-meter are excellent. Knobs 
are correct and good. There is dust, grime, and a few spots of corrosion on 
the chassis. No mods or holes. The speaker is in like condition but is 
missing 2 of 4 feet. Emblems are present and good on both. 

$150 plus shipping. 


Chris Terwilliger, AA7WD 
zoom@willow.sps.mot.com 
602-413-5362 (W) 
602-820-2584 (H) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 21:21:33 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 18:47:28 -0600 

Message-Id: <QLHMTTO7BXVM9CO4AB@delphi. com> 

From: DUBE2@delphi.com 

Subject: Here I am 


I've moved! I'm off AOL and back on Delphi. 
$dube2@delphi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 9@2:13:55 1995 
Date: Sun, 12 Feb 1995 23:34:23 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502130549.AA01047@bobcat.etsu.edu> 

From: wier@bobcat.etsu.edu (Bob Wier) 

Subject: Jameco Catalog 


I just got the new Jameco catalog, and they might have a few parts of 
interest to the BA crowd. 


The notable thing is that they've dropped the minimum order requirement 
(didn't it get to be $50 at one point?). There is, however, a $5 surcharge 
on orders less than $25, so I guess the minimum order now is really $5.01 
(plus shipping :-). 


I've ordered from Jameco over the years and sometimes they do well, 
sometimes not (they seem to run in cycles), so cavet emptor! 


Jameco (in Ca) - 1-800-831-4242 


73 de WB5SKXH 


-- Round Up the Usual Disclaimers! -- 
Bob Wier, CS Dept., East Texas State University 
wier@bobcat.etsu.edu - keeper of the 
Motorola MC68HC11, Photo-3D, SD3D, 
Icom Radio and Overland Trails mailing lists 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 16:39:05 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 11:39:26 -0600 

Message-Id: <950213173442_71333.144_DHQ69-6@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Large Collections... 


I honestly don't know how it's done....keeping a large collection, 
that is. I have seen some humongous collections. Several guys 
around here have built buildings on their property to house their 
gear. Admittedly, they collect everything--broadcast, BA's, TV's 
and even calculators. But still... 


I have a modest collection of about 30 radios. They're all BA's, 
mostly military, some old ham gear and my workhorse Drake B-line. 
Quite frankly, I can't keep them up the way they deserve to be 
kept and I just can't imagine how that could be done for a large 
collection. 


Here are my minimum requirements: 


1. All radios must be available for use at all times. They must 
have live power, antenna and audio connections. They must be 
so located as to be usable without being moved. No incorrect or 
homebrew connectors allowed. 

2. A proper set of tested, known good spares must be on hand. Two 


(or more) full sets of tubes is desirable, one full set is minimum. 


Spare fuses and lamps must be available in quantity. 

3. All spares must be easily accessible and stored in a way that 
identifies them as spares for a particular set--no doubling up on 
Spares, e.g. these 3 radios uses 807s, so I'll just put the 807s 
in one box. 


4. Manuals, schematics and repair logs must be on hand for all sets, 
and filed to be instantly accessible. 

5. All sets should work as designed and be used regularly. Never turn 
on the same radio twice in a row. 


I don't think those rules are asking too much. But consider just one element 
of the first one: How do you get antenna connections to each set without 
moving anything? The cables, connectors, switches and distribution amplifiers 
(for receivers) can get expensive and complicated. Let's not even talk about 
impedance matching, lightning protection or separate antennas for ham HF, 

ham VHF and UHF, and SWL use. 


And I don't know about you, but my gear ALWAYS needs work--a band is out here, 
the sensitivity's down there, the noise is up here and that one is as dead 
as business ethics. 


How do those guys keep up with their big collections? This little 30 piece 
band here could keep me bankrupt and occupied full time--though that 
last part might not be so bad <grin>. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 17:20:16 1995 

Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 14:15:46 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502131955.AA08599@uvs1.orl.mmc.com> 

From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security) 
Subject: RE: Large Collections... 


>How do those guys keep up with their big collections? This little 30 piece 
>band here could keep me bankrupt and occupied full time--though that 
>last part might not be so bad <grin>. 


Well, from what I have seen, there are three ways: 


1) Start with a large fortune & buy only the best 
2) Buy things when they go out of style but before they are old. 
3) Buy everything, sell most, keep the gems. 


Note that all involve being choosy to a certain extent. This minimises the 
amount of restoration needed. 


Even so I suspect that the answer to the original question is that mostly 
they don't. True, one or two prizes will be meticulously maintained, maybe 
as many as five if a fanatic, but the rest will just be a facade and there 
to frame the prizes. 


Now those who vend and move hundreds of units a year may slowly build up a 
personal collection out of the gems (#3) but I have found that the secret 


to most collections, the ones everyone secretly envies, is #2, acquiring 
while they still look/act/are new and keeping them until they become 
collectable. 


But the key to all three is "don't buy anything that needs work". A hard 
philosophy to follow true, but the one that is successful. Look at it this 
way - unless it is your rice bowl, repairing things, xanythingx, is time you 
are not looking for one that does not need work. 


One of the primary rules of collecting is "an upgrade always costs twice 
as much as buying one already upgraded". 


But then, as of today, so far this month I have bought twelve TransOceanics 
that all need work of some sort and probably could have bought six nice ones 
(what I'll probably wind up with) for the same amount. However life is 

a learning process and this helps me learn (never to do it again ?). 


Warmly, 
Padgett 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 18:15:22 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 15:26:26 -0600 

Message-Id: <Q1LHNO9P5KT2AHWC2CP@ACAD.FANDM.EDU> 

From: CCS_MAH@admin.fandm.edu (Mark Hemlick Ph. D.) 
Subject: Re: Large Collections... 


Hi Don, and others. 
>Here are my minimum requirements: 
(Don's 5 criteria deleted to save BW) 


Now, this is what I call self-discipline :-) ! 


How about a crowded basement with several well worn "paths" through 
mountains of treasure? 


73 Mark KA3LFG 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:18:48 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:30:59 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502132230.RAAOQ8053@altair.cs.unc.edu> 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: RE: Large Collections... 


Then there are some of us who think of an untested (or broken) rig 
as something to be saved until retirement gives us the time to 
enjoy getting it running - 


Nick KDACPL 

20 rigs in the shack and "on line", 10 more tested and repaired, 
and 220 more in the basement awaiting their turn to provide me 
some entertainment.... 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:29:15 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:24:49 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502132251.AA100819@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Large Collections... 


I honestly don't know how it's done....keeping a large collection, 
that is. I have seen some humongous collections. Several guys 
around here have built buildings on their property to house their 
gear. Admittedly, they collect everything--broadcast, BA's, TV's 
and even calculators. But still... 


VV VV VV 


I built a shed specifically to hold the overflow. And the XYL has 
donated the lower level den to my madness as well as my 3/4 of 

the laundry room (piped/plumbed/positioned for about 1/3 up and 
running boatanchors). 


By best boatanchor friend built a separate 2 storyt+attic addition 

that is about 10Qsquare feet larger than his house to hold most of 

his collection. I helped him build the place up over about 5 years 
of I work and can then play with his goodies operation. He has 

one room for spark/20's-30's gear, all operational, but one has to 
switch connections for antennas manually by a big overhead plug cable 
and hardline to clip to. One room for 40-60s boatanchors, with a huge 
work bench all set up in one corner. Attic for supplies stores. 

All this is on the upper level. The lower level is half wwII military 
and half general parts/chassis dump. In the main house is another 
room which is the operational hamshack, not the boatanchor shack. 
Geesh, his place makes almost makes the Smithsonian look tiny. 

It is not as neat as it could be, but most everything is accessable 

in a few quick moves and does not require a great amount of shuffle. 
We will be on for the AWA OT contest this coming week, so you may 

hear one of several bottleburners up and running (Stancor 20P, and 

a 1934 QST special 3 stage breadboard 100 watter). 


> 
> I have a modest collection of about 30 radios. They're all BA's, 
> mostly military, some old ham gear and my workhorse Drake B-line. 


Quite frankly, I can't keep them up the way they deserve to be 
kept and I just can't imagine how that could be done for a large 
collection. 


Here are my minimum requirements: 


1. All radios must be available for use at all times. They must 
have live power, antenna and audio connections. They must be 
so located as to be usable without being moved. No incorrect or 
homebrew connectors allowed. 


VV VV VV VV VM 


This is excellent. But, alas, most of us don't have logistics to 
handle that. What I do is keep a bench up, and a large operating 
table with adjacent relay racks and then after that, it is R/R 
and put in/out of temporary storage for anything else. 


> 2. A proper set of tested, known good spares must be on hand. Two 
> (or more) full sets of tubes is desirable, one full set is minimum. 
> Spare fuses and lamps must be available in quantity. 


Again, excellent. Always keep sets of spares handy. Again, unfortunately, 
most of us dont have but a few running spares handy, especially of things 
like Arcturus Blues or tin-plate 50 watters. Alas, my stock of 'OQ1A's 

is only 4 so I do a lot of pluggitis to make things play. Oh, well.... 


3. All spares must be easily accessible and stored in a way that 
identifies them as spares for a particular set--no doubling up on 
Spares, e.g. these 3 radios uses 807s, so I'll just put the 807s 
in one box. 


VVV WV 


This is another excellent idea. Keep things WELL separated and WELL 
labelled where possible. 


> 4. Manuals, schematics and repair logs must be on hand for all sets, 
> and filed to be instantly accessible. 


This is MOST important, to the long term successful operation of a 
BA setup. I keep most of mine in bookshelves sorted by era. 


> 5. All sets should work as designed and be used regularly. Never turn 
> on the same radio twice in a row. 


Unfortunately, for me, that is not always possible. But, I usually 
have on-line maybe a choice of 6 or so different possiblities, for 
good mind play, and a dash of gutbustin' boatanchoritis. But, for 
fallback, when the going gets rough, the ol' half kw marine shipboard 
rig from 1941 will always be heard, if need be, so it is permanently 
on line as is its companion R-388 receiver. 


I don't think those rules are asking too much. But consider just one element 
of the first one: How do you get antenna connections to each set without 
moving anything? The cables, connectors, switches and distribution amplifiers 
(for receivers) can get expensive and complicated. Let's not even talk about 
impedance matching, lightning protection or separate antennas for ham HF, 

ham VHF and UHF, and SWL use. 


VV VV VV MV 


The way I and my friend do is to bring a HV antenna feed, e.g. an end 

fed hertz into a proper NEC style input port and then hang a navy style 
copper tubing run across the top back of the operating area. From there 
to the rigs it is through an antenna switchover relay or alligator clips, 
or knife switches, as appropriate for the period. All grounds are common. 
All audio is via headset or speaker attached to the rx. All keying is 

by a separate key for each operating position (about 8 positions are 
available, one for each period spark to transistor). My friend has the 
floor space to handle that number of operating positions. In my case 
there is one 270 degree operations console position anda lot of 

rigs within one operational reach. After that it is R/R. 


I do use coax where possible for RX feeds to keep line noises down 
and make switching a bit easier, but all eventually feed the end 
fed hz antenna and single entry point. Works nice and is’ simple. 


And I don't know about you, but my gear ALWAYS needs work--a band is out here, 
the sensitivity's down there, the noise is up here and that one is as dead 
as business ethics. 


VVV WV 


Most of mine are in operational shape, but get dustier than I like. 

The main gear, most often used is always in as good a shape as I can 
keep it in. Lesser used stuff is operational, but might require 

a bit of tweaking for optimum operation. I only have one dead rig 
right now, and that is that bloody R-390 that eats HF oscillator tubes. 
When I get time, it will be a stage by stage redo, throughout to tame 
the beast. Spare parts rigs are not included. Usually any rig can 

be brought on-line in about 30 minutes even from storage. 


How do those guys keep up with their big collections? This little 30 piece 
band here could keep me bankrupt and occupied full time--though that 
last part might not be so bad <grin>. 


VV VV 


It is a handfull for my friend. Mine of about 25 or so different pieces 
is not anything more than cumbersome, but I do wish I had the console 
space to set everything out as it should be. Lemmeseeeee, what cud I 
fit beside the bed..... Nah.... Oh well..... 


73/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:38:53 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:47:33 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502132312.AA100860@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu> 
From: rdkeys@csemail 

Subject: Re: Large Collections... 


> 

> But the key to all three is "don't buy anything that needs work". A hard 

> philosophy to follow true, but the one that is successful. Look at it this 

> way - unless it is your rice bowl, repairing things, xanythingx, is time you 
> are not looking for one that does not need work. 


> 
> Warmly, 
> Padgett 


I will have to disagree, somewhat with the above in my case, since I usually 
am boatanchoring on a beerdrinkers budget. In my case I can usually take 

a broken down, nondescript piece (even tho I drool of the mouth heavily 

for the pristine IP-501A's and Marconi Synchronous Rotary Gap sets), 

that looks like a TCS, barks like a TCS and generally smells like a TCS 

left out under the barn droppings, and get it working OK. I usually 

can't afford the guildern de realme for a purrfect TCS, complete. 

Actually, after some 25 years of playing, I am not too bad at fixing 

most types of pre-60's rigs in fairly sort time, if I have the parts. 
Sometimes job requirements tend to get in the way, tho, etc. 


My buddy across town, who has been boatanchoring since wwII days can 
usually take anything pre-transistor and fix it within 15 minutes or 
less. I have only seen him stumble a couple of times in 10 years of 
following his footsteps, and take more than a few minutes to troubleshoot 
anything. In his case and mine, we would probably take the stuff at 

10 cents on the dollar and work it up as well as chase it at 10 dollars 
on the dollar (even tho he can afford either). It is a part of the 
challenge/glory/fun/mystique/etc. of boatanchordom. For someone who 
may be just starting out, or not a good bench troubleshooter, then I 
would agree that one should not chase the broken down stuff..... just 
leave em' fe me, ..... (:ttt..... 


73/Bob/NA4G 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 17:28:40 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 11:18:20 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502131717 .AA09241@grassman.gvg.tek.com> 
From: lewisd@grassman.gvg.TEK.COM (Lewis Dobbins) 
Subject: Manual request for MEPOQ3A 


Greetings all, 


I am looking for a manual (or copy) or any info on a military 10KW generator 
set with the designation of MEPOO3A. This is a product of the mid 80's. 


Thanks, 
73 Lew 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Lewis M. Dobbins Test Engineer 

Grass Valley Group Inc. Operations Engineering 

Box 1114 M/S N4-2E Voice: 916-478-4064 

Grass Valley, CA Fax: 916-478-4194 

95945 E-Mail: lewisd@grassman.gvg.tek.com 
WD6GIR VAX: Dobbins@gvg47 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKKKKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 18:16:36 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 15:23:11 -0600 

Message-Id: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS> 
From: Chris_Terwilliger-A229AA@email.sps.mot.com 
Subject: None 


Subject: Time: 14:12 
OFFICE MEMO None Date: 02/13/95 
unsubscribe 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 20:57:34 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 18:17:07 -0600 

Message-Id: <"d09(8LTOQQ0000000«" @MHS> 

From: RICHARD_HUMPHREY@hp5200.desk.hp.com 

Subject: RE: NPO caps 


>> NPO OR NPO ?? 


I'm certain it's N-P-ZERO. Can't find a handy reference to back 


that up. But, zero has two syllables and ‘oh' has only one, so 
most folks get lazy and call it N-P-OH. 


RE large collections, my favorite was a garage with two '‘'caves' 
for the cars and a tunnel leading through the boxes and junk to 
the bench. Reminds me that I had a ham cousin in Binghampton NY, 
John Kaminski, who was supposed to have had a basement like that 
many years ago. Never got to see it, but my mother knew about it 
and tried to get me to promise that I would never become a ham. 
Sorry Mom, it's in the blood. 

Richard 

N6NAE 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:08:30 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:21:44 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502132221.RAA08034@altair.cs.unc.edu> 
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu> 

Subject: NPO capacitors 


NPO ox NPO ?? 


EDN magazine and my experience tell me the last character is numeral zero, 
not letter 0. Makes sense to me, a positive tempco is P750 for 

example (letter tells you positive or negative, numbers tell you how 
much). NPQ is "negative/positive/zero" 


same for COG vs COG 
(numeral is in the middle, like X7R for another common dielectric) 


But I thought I saw the opposite here. Who's right ?? 
Enquiring minds and failing memories want to know. 


Nick KDA4CPL 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 20:18:47 1995 

Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 17:34:28 -0600 

Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950214103344 .5955H@eram.esi.com.au> 
From: Dave Horsfall <dave@esi.com.au> 

Subject: Re: NPO capacitors 


I guess it depends on whether you pronounce "0" as "oh" or "zero" 


Dave Horsfall (VK2KFU) | dave@esi.com.au | VK2KFU @ VK2AAB.NSW.AUS.OC | PGP 2.6 
Opinions expressed are mine. | E7 FE 97 88 E5 02 3C AE 9C 8C 54 5B 9A D4 AO CD 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 16:58:39 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 13:28:14 -0600 

Message-Id: <mOre2Ud-000uL8C@twisto.eng.hou.compaq. com> 
From: Dave=Sharp%Legal%Corp=Hou@bangate.compaq.com 
Subject: re: NPO capacitors, (was re: Crystal failure) 


Yer right as usual Bobbi - (I hate it that she's so SMART). Hurried apologies. 


Dave 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 18:30:58 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 15:37:14 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502132136.QAA25408@espresso.eng.umd.edu> 
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu> 
Subject: Old navy command set 


>From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 


>And, by the way, there is a Navy version of that set where the receiver 
>does have a BFO. I don't remember the nomenclature; but I remember the 
>receiver coil sets were interchangeable between the Navy and Army versions. 


No No. As you said the navy receiver had a BFO but the Navy coils will 
not fit into the army radio. The navy radio is the RU-1 to RU-19. 

The matching transmitters were the GF-11. The oldst RU I have seen, is 
the RU-4. This set appeared to (my spelling is really bad) the same 

as the later RU sets. The RU sets used later tubes, ie 78s for RF stages 
and 77s for detector and avec detector. A 38233 dual triode was used 

for audio output and BFO. 

The transmitter used a 89 as oscillator, the final was a pair of 837s. 

A second 89 was used as an modulator(suppressor grid modulation). 


This is evil, but I will tell you how to modify a navy coil set, so that 
it can be used in the army set. In the navy coil sets , one coil had 

6 connectors, the rest had 4 connectors. In the army set, all coils had 
4 connectors. You take 2 navy coil sets (outch), remove the 6 pin coil 
from the first. Then take one of the 4 pin coils from the second 

coil set and place it in the empty hole in the first. The second navy 
coil set is discarded. As I said this is evil. The coils are adjusted 

so that the gain remains constant as you tune accross the band. However 
the converted navy coil will not be adjusted correctly for the army 

set. However they work very nicely. 


I had one of these sets, the complete set, working and installed in 
a VW bus. Talk about stupid. My friend borrowed it and took it and 
his girl friend down to Florida scuba diving. Talk about smart. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 16:17:42 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 11:38:02 -0600 

Message-Id: <950213173315_71333.144_DHQ69-5@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Packing "Services" 


It may be worthwhile to remind those who ship things that those packing 
services are a terrible ripoff. They don't just charge for packing and 
boxes. They mark up the UPS rate card by a minimum of 50%. For most of 
them it's 100%. Then they pack the stuff like crap and the box gets 
there half empty from the packingbecoming compressed during shipment. 
Those places are an expensive bad joke. To be avoided. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 01:26:47 1995 
Date: Sun, 12 Feb 1995 22:38:50 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502130449.AA00559@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu> 
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman) 

Subject: rec.radio.swap mailing list 


Those of you who do not have access to rec.radio.swap email me 
and I will set up a mail alias and send you BA-only swap articles. 


On second thought - let's do this in an orderly fashion. For 
Monday only those with last names beginning with A to F; 
Tuesday only G to M; 

Wednesday only N to S; 

Thursday only T to Z. 

Friday - anyone who reads their mail late. 


If you have rec.radio.swap access xpleasex don't submit your name; 
just wait for the articles to arrive at your site. 


I reserve the right to change my mind if hundreds respond! 


Now, I am looking for a 160M crystal controlled transmitter, or 
a 2-3 Mc marine band crystal transceiver to convert to 160. 
Must be crystal-only. 25W output would be fine. 


73 from Hawaii, 
Jeff NH6IL (ex WA6QII) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 17:00:30 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 12:32:53 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502131832 .MAAQ8304@uro.theporch. com> 
From: Jerry Proc VE3FAB <NGGTZKNK@admin.humberc.on.ca> 


Subject: RTTY using 850 hz Shift 
Dear Boatanchorites, 


Sorry, but I accidently erased a meassge and can't find it. 

Someone sent a message about some kind of RTTY contest using Teletypes and 

an 850 Hz shift. I would be interested in knowing if a modern TNC is 

being used to produce the 850 Hz shift or whether the participants are using 
vintage gear such as the FSC107 converter and the FSK107 keyer which employed 
850 Hz shifts. (This was the standard for RTTY communications in the Royal 
Canadian Navy in the 1960's). 


I would be interested in contacting any of the contesters who can answer 
my question. 


Regards, 

Jerry Proc NGGTZKNK@admin.humberc.on.ca 
Radio Restoration Volunteer 

HMCS Haida, Toronto 


Jerry Proc, Internet Student 
NGGTZKNK@admin.humberc.on.ca 
Humber College, Etobicoke Ontario 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 17:14:26 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 14:23:56 -0600 

Message-Id: <9502132017.AA12527@batdd6.pica.army.mil> 
From: klaudon@pica.army.mil 

Subject: Re: SP-600 drift (was slipping tuning) 


>> When are you guys going to learn, BAs DON'T DRIFT. That's automatic band 
>> scanning (a feature)! :-) 

> 

>And I says... 

>then the Swine Three-Drifty was the first amateur band scanning 
>transceiver! ;%) Betcha Laura could tell us some fun tales of her 

>band scanning Swine 500, too! ;%) 


We in the mil C3 world call that the frequency hopping mode. Our 
radios are supposed to drift! :) 


Kalman Laudon, AA2UQ CW, QRP, Hollow State Radios, and CW!! 
<klaudon@pica.army.mil> 

previously - WD6CZI, WA1SUF 

"Get your facts first, then you may distort them as you please." - Mark Twain 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 15:52:02 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 10:44:58 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502131643.LAA20436@espresso.eng.umd.edu> 
From: Philip Gwyinne McCoy <dgnova@glue.umd.edu> 
Subject: SS SCR-183 and BC-430 


An the BC-229 receiver, part of the COMMAND SET SCR-183 or SCR-283: 

The receiver although TRF is very sensitive. There is no 

BFO however. One trick you might use, is to use an external oscillator 
as the BFO. It would have to put out a very weak signal. I have not 
mounted my set. Due to space limitations, sets that I am not presently 
useing are stored away in linen closets, under beds and other such 
places. 

Antenna: The antenna impedence of a typical airplane of this period can 
be represented by the series combination of about 5 ohms’ resistence 
and 150 micromicrofarads capacity. It tuning up the BC-430, I found 
that I had to use a 100 to 200 uufarad cap in series with about 4 ohms 
resestance to bring the output circuit into resonance. The signal corp 
dummy antenna A-55 is recommended for your set. This consists of a 
10Q0uuf capacity and 5 ohms of resistance. They don't say how it is wired 
but I assume it was wired in series. 

AS I said earlier, I will send you a copy of the wiring diagram of your 
set the BC-AN-430. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 11:05:21 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 07:55:40 -0600 

Message-Id: <950213135046_71333.144_DHQ55-1@CompuServe. COM> 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Swan 250, Heath, Tek, misc 


For Sale: Offers and trades are welcome. 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228. 
412-234-8819. 
71333 .144@compuserve.com 


LATEST ADDITIONS 


These are the latest additions to a lengthy list posted on Compuserve 
in HAMNET Library 10 in the file RADIOS.TXT. 


Swan 250 6 meter SSB transciever with 117X power supply in matching 
cabinet. Delivers 120 watts PEP output from a pair of 6146B finals. Also 
runs AM and CW. Original owner notes in manual say that mods were installed 
to update the S-meter circuit to the 250C S-meter and to add the 250C CW 
sidetone monitor. The front panels of the radio and power supply are 


excellent, though the owner was obviously a smoker, and the cabinet to 

the power supply is almost excellent. But the radio cabinet has many scuffs 
and several scrapes down to bare metal. Includes power cable, original 
manual, schematics and notes on mods and the following N-O-S (Sylvania) 
spare tubes: 6146B (2), 6HA5S (3), 12AX7A (2), 6GK6 (1). Untested but I 
will test this one out shortly. $330 or trade for ??? 

Heathkit SB-650 Digital Frequency Display, Nixie tube readout, green 
wrinkle. Early IC design. Final assembly was never completed and the 
cabinet has never been unwrapped from it's waxed paper packaging. Letter 
from Heath to original owner telling him how to use it with an SB-300, 
but no manual. Original box in poor shape. $89 or trade for ??? 

Complete Heathkit mono Hi-Fi setup. Heathkit W4-AM Williamson mono audio 
amplifier. Beautiful classic design using a pair of 5881's driven by 
6SN7's. Open chassis look with some scratches on transformers but 
excellent looking overall. Includes WA-P2 preamp and FM-4 tuner, both in 
near-mint condition--these look brand new. Original manuals for the 
power amp and tuner included. No manual for the preamp. Untested. $130 

Eico 666 Mutual Conductance Tube Tester. Metal suitcase design with the 
usual scuffs on the case. Inside it is near-mint. With original manual, 
roll chart and latest tube data dated 1975-1976. Very Nice. $35 

Aircraft Indicators 
Collins Radio 386A-1 Azimuth and Distance indicator, Collins mfg 

tag, but no Signal Corps tag, as-new: $14 
Collins Radio 339B-1 Distance-Miles Indicator, black winged-embelm 

on face, Collins mfg tag, no Signal Corps tag, as-new: $14 

Bendix 1-81-A Radio Compass Indicator, face marked "Pioneer" and "A59- 
46A," Signal Corps tagged, as-new: $10 

Military WWII TS-34/AP oscilloscope. Contract 709-DAY-44. Looks near-mint 
but no trace. Leather viewing hood missing, bad on/off switch. $89 

Military FR-149/USM-159 Frequency Meter. 125kc-1000mc. With lid, power cord, 
1 patch cord and calibration charts. Contract 4559-PP-61. Nice+. $39 

REL rackmount FM tuner. Has both old (44-50mhz) FM band and "new" FM band 
on it. Uses a wierd mix of locktal and octal tubes. Front panel is poor-- 
no holes, but very bad paint. Original knobs are good. Chassis is dirty. 
Untested. $24 

HP Frequency Converter Unit 525B. Some sort of plug-in covering 100-220mc. 
No cabinet. Hollow-state. $9 

Tektronix 535 oscilloscope. Huge, early Tek design with 60+ tubes. Looks 
and works great but carry handles are bad. No burn. Clear, bright trace. 
Comes with many used, good spare tubes. With original manual. $49 

Tektronix CA dual trace plug-in. Fits 535, 545 ‘scopes and all models 
that take "letter-series" plug-ins. Looks excellent and works. But pots 
are dirty. With original manual. $24 

Tektronix CA dual-trace plug-in. Exactly the same as above but manual is 
a photocopy. $17 

Tektronix TU-7 calibration fixture plug-in for 535, 545 and all ‘scopes 
that take letter-series plug-ins. Essential for adjusting square wave 
timing and detecting bad tubes in the vertical amplifier. Works good and 


looks good. $17 

Tektronix Scopemobile cart. This is the one that fits the 535/545-series 
scopes with slots for 2 spare plug-ins, a drawer for manuals and probes, and 
a shelf on the bottom. Good shape but not beautiful. $19 

Cal-Rad 15-135 stereo or mono headphones, switchable, with volume controls 
on each ear. Stereo 1/4" jack. Excellent. $9 

Supreme "Practical Radio and Electronics Course," M. N. Beitman, 1953, 

330 pages, great photos, near-mint: $23 

Military TM-11-672 "Pulse Techniques," 1951, near-mint: $8 

TWX Teletype #33 Operating Instructions, excellent: $3 

Western Union Telex 32 Sender-Receiver operating instructions, excellent: $3 
Drake T4XB HF transmitter covering 80-10 meters (160 with optional 
crystal) AM, CW and SSB. Very nice cosmetic condition with some light 
scratches and scuffs. Original manual included. Also comes attached to a 
Communications Technology Group RF speech processor. Several internal mods 
have been done to attach the processor: $169 with RF speech processior. 
External AC-4 power supply required (not included). 

Drake R4B HF receiver. 80-10 meters (160 and 10 SWL bands optional with 
extra crystals). Looks fine but works poor--no RF--I tested the tubes and 
they're all good, as-is: $89. Original manual included. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 19:28:17 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 16:32:27 -0600 

Message-Id: <199502132230.PAA02111@atd.atd.ucar.EDU> 
From: owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens) 

Subject: TUBE INFO NEEDED 


Hello, 


My RCA tube manual indicates that a 6L6GC or 7027A can be 
substituted for a KT66 in entertainment equipment. I assume 
that therefore these tubes are functionally the same except 
for the greater plate dissipation for the 7027A vs 6L6GC. 


My question is: how do the KT88 and 6550 tubes compare? I don't 
have any data on the KT88 but would guess it may be a beefed up 
version of the 6L6GC...Anybody have data on the KT88 that could 
shed some light on this? 


Does anyone have Class AB1 data for the KT88's? 
Thanks! 


Chip Owens, NWOO 
owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Mon Feb 13 22:10:48 1995 
Date: Mon, 13 Feb 1995 19:27:20 -0600 

Message-Id: <F2DJ0238.F2DJ0258@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 

Subject: Update on free crystals 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Greetings. 


I'm gonna start packaging crystals and sending them out, but I made a 
mistake on the frequency. 


There was a small number of 6400 KHz FT-243's in the carton, which I fished 
out for my experiments. 


The rest are on 7600 KHz; these are what I'll be sending. 


Tom, KITA 


